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Why is it important?

The 21st Century Salmon and Steelhead 
Initiative is driving a fundamentally 
different approach to conservation and 
fishery management at WDFW.
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What is the overarching direction?

ñWDFW shall manage salmon and 

steelhead to recovery and 

sustainability is a way that is science-

based, well-documented, 

transparent, well-communicated, and 

accountable.ò



What is different?

21st Century Salmon & Steelhead
Plotting a course to wild fish recovery and sustainable 

fisheries over 50 years
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Traditional Approach - Fisheries

Fishery management actions 

focused on providing and 

maximizing harvest.

21st Century Salmon & Steelhead

ñFisheries are managed to meet or 

exceed ESA, recovery, and 

conservation goalséò

Plotting a New Courseé
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Traditional Approach - Hatcheries

Hatcheries operated as isolated fish 

production factories.

21st Century Salmon & Steelhead

ñHatchery programs are aligned to 

achieve our fishery and population 

conservation objectives.ò

Plotting a New Courseé
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Traditional Approach - Integration

Habitat, hatchery, harvest 

management actions developed 

and implemented in isolation.

21st Century Salmon & Steelhead

ñWDFW long-term goals and actions 

for each population are defined in 

an integrated all-H frameworkéò

Plotting a New Courseé
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Traditional Approach ïEcosystems

Species specific fishery management 

plans

21st Century Salmon & Steelhead

ñAll populations contribute to a 

functioning ecosystem.ò

Plotting a New Courseé
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New Foundation for Fishery Management

Â Population structure

Â Viable Salmonid Population (VSP)

Characteristics

Conservation Biology
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Conservation Biology
Population Structure

Puget Sound Salmon
Recovery Plan
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